DISSWASIVE 


FROM THE = 22 
; 1 b. 


11 
my OF £ if 
[PRUNK wh E 85 


2 * 


. 
WY 
= EY 


——m— 


By JOSIAH WOODWARD, D. P. 
Wate Miniſter of 22208 


= * 
WW eat ated. Bt 
a ” 
— 


— 


A New EviTion, Condit. 


dk. i oe * 3 e — 4. : * a r 1 
„ 8 - ; = 


2 


CY 
— 


LONDON: 


Printed for JounN Rivins TON, Bookſeller . 
to The SOCLETY for Promoting Ghriflian \\ 
[| Knowledge ; at the Bible and Crown 
(Ns 62. in St Paul's e 


5 ; | [Price 14 or 6s, a Hundred, ] | 


=» 


2 1 8 8 WAS IVE 
| L ROM THE 


2 HE Vice of Intem perance is 


ſuch an Enemy to all that i is 
TE” 2 Virtuous and Religious in 


Man, yea, to all that is 
ee Decent and Man-like, that 
every one ou ught to riſe up with Indig- 
nation againſt it, as a Thing that de- 
grades them from the Honour of Hu» 
man Nature, and renders them more 
vile than the very Beaſts 

The poor ſenſeleſs Brutes way by Ac- 
eident be overcome with * PS | 


an” becauſe 
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4 A Diſſwafive from 
becauſe they have no Reiſon to govern 
their Appetites, no Senſe of Duty or 
Shame, no Foreſight of Danger, nor 
Fear of a future] udgment: : And when 
the Dog turns to his Vomit, or the Swine 
wallows in the Mire, they do but act 
according to their Nature. But for the 
noble Creature Man, that is made after 
the Image of Gop, and ranked in Dig- 
nity next to the glorious Angels; Man, 
that has Reaſon to inform him in the 
Will of his Creator, and a Conſcience to 
awaken his Care to comply with it; yea, 
for a Chriſtian, that has the Vows of 
 Gop upon him, and ſtands fair for an 

| eternal Kingdom; I ſay, for this wiſe 
and noble Creature to part with his Rea- 
ſon, his Conſcience, his Heaven, his 
_ Goo, for a little Drink more than he 
needs, yea, for ſuch an Exceſs of it as 
tends to his preſent Pain, Diſorder, and 
| Shame, as well as to eternal Torment, is 
ä deſperate Pitch of Sin and Folly, 
ſuch as all People, when in their Senſes, 
5 cannot chooſe but condemn; and every 
Body muſt grant, that no Kindneſs in 
: the World can be more ſeaſonable or 
g more valuable, than that which tends to 
lift mM out of the Mire of this noiſome 
| 5 be PO IL Þ Bu 


the Sin of DRUNK ENN ESS. 5 
Sin, and to bring them to the decent 
and honourable Eſtate of Chriſtian So- 
briety. "> 
And this is che Work of our bleſſed 
Religion, according to that Exhortation 
of the holy Scriptures, Epb. v. 18. Be 
not drunk with Wine, wherein is Ex- 
4 ceſs, but be filled with the Spirit.“ As 


Advantages, ye that live in the State of 
the Goſpel, and be not as Swine, which 
trample the richeſt Pearls under their 
Feet. Ye, who now Rave and Blaſ- 
pheme, by reaſon of Exceſs of Wine, 
may, by a due Uſe of the Means of 
Grace,” come to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and to be happy in the Service 
and Favour of Gop, like the holy An- 
gels. Wherefore conſider the infinite 
Value of your heavenly Birthright, and 
do not ſell it, with Eſau, for a few ſen- 
ſual Draughts, leſt with him, when you 
come to ſee the Folly of it, ye weep bit- 
tefly, and perhaps eternally,” “ 
It is the Miſery of fallen Man, that 
his Soul is ſunk into the Fleſh, and is 
prone'to follow carnal Inclinations, yea, 
to make Proviſion for the Fleſh' to 
« * fulfil the Luſts thereof; which is as 
4 abſurd 


if it were ſaid. Know your divine 


on his Slave, New, it is the Work of 


| Pleafures that attend them. 
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abſurd in Nature, as for a Prince to wait 


Reaſon, Religion, and the Grace of 
Gop, to amend this - Diſorder, by re- 
ducing the lower Faeulties of the Soul 
into a juſt Obedience to the ſuperior, 
and making both of them ſubject and 
obedient to the Will and Glory of Gop. 
And whereas ſenſual Pleaſures are the 

uſual Baits whereby Men are enſnared iſ 
to Intemperance, and as it were bewitch- 
ed to it, through the Inordinacy and Fol- 
ly of their ficſhly Minds, it is abſolutely Ml 
neceſſary to Salvation, that through the 
powerful Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of 
GSov in the due Obſervance of the Goſpel iſ 
Rules of Temperance, Abſtinence, and 
Mortification, our Bodies ſhould be kept 
in ſuch Order and Regulation, that they 
may be fit Inſtruments of our Souls in 
our Endeavours to ſerve. and glorify 
GoD, And herein conſiſts the Virtue 
and Grace of Sobriety, namely, in pre- 
ſcribing juſt Bounds to ſenſual Pleaſure; 
that we be not drawn to Exceſs in Eat- 
ing, Drinking, or other natural Actions, 
thro? the Enticement of thoſe agreeable 


As to the particular Caſe before us, 
that 


that of Drinking to Exceſs; it hath 

pleaſed God to make many Sorts of Li- 
quors guſtful and pleaſant to our Taſte, 
that we may thereby be induced to ac-. 
knowledge the Goodneſs of God, who 
gives us of his good Creatures, as well 
for our Delight, as for our Neceſſity. 
But here our Sobriety muſt ſtand on its 
Guard, to ſee that we to the Rules 


PF 
ceſs by the Humour of the Company, or 


the Pleaſantneſs of the Liquor. 
Our bountiful Creator has provided 


many Sorts of Wine, and other gene- 
Wrous Liquors, for the Entertainment of 


Men, to be Cordials to us under the In- 
diſpoſitions of our frail Bodies, and an 
Antidote to the over-heavy Afflictiors 
that may befal us, Pſal. civ. 15. Prov. 
xxxi. 6. In theſe Caſes, Wine, and ſuch 
like refreſhing Liquors, are of excellent 
ule to the Conveniency of human Life. 


And a Chriſtian is in this Reſpect more 


Kindly deale with than a Rechabue, (Jer. 
xXxxv. 6.) or Mabometan, But here's the 
Miſery : What God has bountifully given 

us for good Ends, ſenſual Men abuſe to 
baſs and pernicious Purpoſes. What God 


gives us for Chearfulneſs, Men abuſe to 


A * Drun- 


tbe din of Daungtnnes. . Þ} 
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8, . 4 Diſſwaſive from 
Drunkenneſs and Exceſs ; and then our 
Cordial is turned into Poiſon, and our 

Wine into the Gall of Aſps: For where 

Drunkenneſs prevails, all Virtue muſt 

needs decay, and all Vice is in a Way 
to thrive, 

It is through the 3 which this 
Crime hath made, that a great Part of 
that Flood of Sin, which all ſober Peo- 
ple complain of, has broken in upon us. 
And till this Vice ceaſes to be modiſn 
and common, yea, till it be duly expoſed 
and ſuppreſſed, by the juſt Execution of 
the Laws made for that Purpoſe, all 
other Expedients for a Reformation of 
Manners will very much fail of their 
Deſign. And ſince ſuch a Reformation 
| would be the greateſt Bleſſing that can 
come upon us, it will behove all wiſe 
and virtuous Perſons to bring ſuch Of- 
Fenders to the Correction of the Magi- 
ſtlrate, as will not otherwiſe be reclaimed. 
This Vice does a Perſon ſo much Da- 
mage, both as a Man and as a Chriſtian, 
that where there is any degree of Senſe, 
Reaſon, or Conſcience left, it muſt needs 
make ſome Impreſſion upon him, to 
conſider the Miſchiefs which attend it. 
+ But becauſe all Motives and Endea- 
vours 


4. 


tbe Sin of DxunKenness. 90 


vours to repreſs this, or any other Vice, 
will be in vain, without the Bleſſing and 
Efficacy of the Spirit of Holineſs, I be- 
ſeech the God of all Grace to accompany 
the following Conſiderations with his ho- 
ly Spirit, that we may become mighty, 
thro? his Grace, to ſilence the Excuſes, 
and mortify the Inclinations of Men to 
this Vice, and to raiſe in all that read 
them a moſt vehement and laſting Indig- 
nation againſt it. In order to which 
1 ſhall, in the Firſt Place, conſider the . 
Miſchiefs i it does us as Men. 
Secondly, The Miſchiefs it OY: us as 
Chriſtians, . 


1. It injures us as we are Men, by 
depriving us of the Uſe of Reaſon, which | 
is the Excellency, and the very Diſtinc- 
tion of Men from Brutes. The viſeſt 
Perſon under. the Diſorder of Drink be- 
comes a Fool, and commits a thouſand 
Vanities and Indiſcretions. The Drun- 
| kard has not the Speech, the Carriage, 
nor the Civility of a Man; but is wild, 
diſorderly, and extravagant. 3 
Man, as he is rational and wiſe, be 
the Image of God; but Intemperance 
blots out rhat divineReſemblance and 
5 makes 
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makes him more vile than the moſt 
deſpicable Brute. For the Brutes, tho' 
mean, are what God made them; but 
a Perfon overcome with Drink, is al- 
togethet unlike to, and more contemp- 
tible than even the meaneſt Creature of 


God's making. He has * turned his 


„ Gloty into the Similitudeof the Ox that 
„ eateth Grafs, or rather of the Swine that 


d wallows in the Mire.“ It is uſually faid 


of a Perſon in Drink, that he is not him- 
ſelf 5 and it is true, for he does not act by 


the humane Principles of Reaſon or Con- 
ſcience; but father by the fordid Appe- 


tites of a ſhameleſs Beaſt, or the raving 
Fury of one that's poſſeſt by the Devil : 
So that he's no longer fit for human Con- 
verſation, but is a meer Nufatice and 


Diſturbance to all that are about him; 


the Grief of fome, and the Laughter of 
others. And the beſt that can be done 
for him is, to lay him ſomewhere out 


of the Way, till Time and Sleep have 


recovered his loft Senſes. And then 


ſurely, when his Underſtanding returns 


to him, (as to Neduchadnezzar) it will 


be as an Arrow to his Breaft, to think 


_ 


-- "what 


the Sin of Dxen&ewness, 11 


ſhameful Pranks he has played. | 
And it is-not only for the preſent that 
this Vice diſorders the Underſtanding, 


their Death. Where Senſuality is ac- 
cuſtomed to domineer over Reaſon, it 


the Beaſt will exerciſe Dominion over 
Conſideration. 


Il. This Vice makes People vile and 
contemptible in the Sight of all Men. 
Even their Servants and Inferiors deride 
and contemn them, and the very Boys 


them. Their ridiculous Behaviour moves 
the Laughter of vain People; whilſt 
others, whe conſider the Matter better, 


ſhould be thought their Friend, or their 
Acquaintance. And indeed what Sight 
can be ſadder than to fee one that is 
made capable of Communion with God, 
rendered unfit for Society with Men, 


what a Beaſt he has been, and how many 


i 
1 
[| 
| 

| 


but the Cuſtom and Habit of it many 
times utterly beſots Men, and makes 
them Children in Underſtanding even to 


will at laſt eſtabliſh its Authority, and 


in the Streets make their Sports with 


cannot but mourn over the poor beſot- 
ted Creature, and are aſhamed that he 


and 


the Man: Which leads us to a ſecond | 
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and to "Y a Man ahi the Honour and 


Dignity of his Nature, and his Hopes 
.of eternal Bliſs, for the Pleaſure of a little 


Liquor, whilſt it is running over his 
Tongue. By this many Perſons of Cha- 
rafter and Diſtinction do make them- 


ſelves vile and mean, and they loſe the 


Reſpect which would n rn was due 
unto re cen 


III. The: Vibe: of er e | in- 
Randes Mens beſtial Luſts and Paſſions, 


and lays their Reaſon aſleep, which ought 


to guard them. And then there will be 


much the ſame. Diſorder, as when wild 
Heaſts have ſlain their Keeper, and are 
got looſe. For indeed the Caſe is much 
the ſame, where unmortified Luſts and 
Paſſions iy heightened by ſtrong Li- 
quors, and 
left to curb or controul them. Hence 
comes Impudence and Shameleſſneſs in 


no Reaſon nor Conſcience is 


the moſt unſeemly Sins; like fed Horſes, 


they proclaim the Impurity of their 


Hearts and the Fury of their Luſts, in 
the very Streets, as well as when * they 
5 aſſemble by SPE in the Houſes of 
* * Harlots, in Fer. „ 
| RY WEE 1v. I 


Broils and Quarrels. Many People fall 
out in their Cups, they know not why 
nor how; inſomuch that the wiſe Man 
would have it taken notice of as a Thin 


long, till Vine inflame him®* and his Com- 
panions, is like to have Wounds with- 
out Cauſe, Prov. xxiii. 20. When the 
in- Spirits of Men are fired by immoderate 
ns, Drinking, they ſoon blaze out into a 
aht Paſſion at the leaſt Aﬀront, tho' but an 


ild the Party is often ſhed to quench it.— 
are How many Murders have been com- 


ach MW mitted at Taverns, Alehouſes, and ſuch 
ind like Places within a few Years? And 
Li- how great will the Cry be for Vengeance, 


e is where two ſuch Sins as Drunkenneſs and 


nce Murder call at once to Heaven for Juſ- 

3 in WM tice? How often have Men killed their 
ſes, neareſt Relations, or deareſt Friends, in 
heir their Drink, for which they have been 
in ready to kill themſelves, when they came 
to reflect upon it in their ſober Thoughts? 


It was in ſuch a Debauch as this that 
Alexander killed Clitus, one of the deareſt 
and faithfulleſt Friends he had; and that 


IV. It expoſes Perſons to cauſeleſs 


common to a Proverb, that he who ® fits 


be Wl imaginary one; and then the Blood of 


for 


— 
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for doing one of the kindeſt Offices of 
unn that | is, nen 


| V. In the next eee it creates divers 
kinds of Diſeaſes, and makes this preſent 
Life both ſhort and painful. For exceſ- 
ſive Drinking brings Surſeits, Fevers, 
Dropſies, Pallies, an aching Head, Loſs 
of Appetite, and what not? Some in- 
deed, that are of a ſtrong Conſtitution, 
may bear up longer than others under the 
Diſorder it brings to their Bodies; but 
to all it is Poiſon, though it works more 
lowly upon ſome than others ; and it fails 
not in the End to“ bring down their 
Heads with Sorrow to the Grave.“ 
It has been long obſerved, and it is, 
alas! too manifeſt, that if the Sword has 
ſlain its T houſands, Intemperance has 
ſlain its Ten Thouſands: And in many 
of thoſe who make a ſhifc to outlive the 
common Practice of it, we ſee ſuch mani- 
feſt Decays of their Strength, Vigour, 
Wit and Senſe, that God ſeems to ſuffer 
them to live as Examples to affright 
others from ſuch ill Courſes. May God 
in his Mercy teach all that are concerned 
to take en — 
Pars VI. A 


es rati 
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VI. A Perſon in the Diſorder of Drin 
is unable to ſhun the moſt apparent Dan- 
ger. His Eyes are blinded, that he canno- 
diſcern the Danger of a Pit or Precipice 
that lies before him, nor know his Friend 
from his Enemy. How many have fallen 
from their Horſes, or tumbled into Pirs, - 
of fallen into Ponds, or been burnt in 
their Beds, in a Fit of Intemperance ? 
Tea, their own Weakneſs ſeems to 
threaten their Life; they reel and ſtag- 
ger like an Infant; they ſtumble at every 
tone that lies in their Way, and are rea- 
dy to fall to their Ruin, And if by theſe, 

or any ſuch Accidents, they come by 
their Death, in what a woful Condition 
muſt they appear before God, having 
died in the very Act of abuſing his Mer- 
cies, and trangreſſing his Will? 


VII. It begets in them a Contempt of 
Sobriety and ſober Perſons. The Pſalmiſt 
complains that he was ® the Song of the 
* Drunkards,” Pſal. Ixix. 12. When Na- 
bal was in his Wine, he railed againſt 
David the Anointed of God, as if he 
were a Run- away from his Maſter, 1 Sam. 
„ En Oe OogkY” Ae HO 
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I might add, that it cauſes People to 
be impoſed upon in their Dealings, and 
renders them a Prey to every deſigning 


Cheat. It makes them unfit for any 
Truſt, and for any public Office in 


5 Council or War. It alſo blaſts their Re- 


putation and Eſteem in the World; for 


therc's ſcarce any Name more infamous 


than that of a Sot, or a common Drun- 


N kard. 


And after all, it is a very waſteful Vice? 


it is never maintained but by unneceſſary 


Expence, great Waſte of Time, and 
Neglect of Buſineſs. How many ſtarve 
the Backs and Bellies of their Families, to 
maintain this expenſive Vice? Inſomuch 
that Solomon makes it a Proverb, that ® the 
1 Drunkard and the Glutton ſhall come 


0 Poverty,“ Prov. xxili. 21. 


Thus we ſee ſome of the Miſchiefs of 


this Vice to us as Men: But alas! The 
| a Half of its Damages is not yet caſt 


for if we look on this Sin with 


3 enlightened Eyes of a Chriſtian, we 


ſhall ſee far greater Miſchiefs done 597 it. 
. Py 


1. It drives away the Holy Spirit of 


God. This i Is — us by the * 


1 in 


the Sin of DrvnKENNEss, 17 


in the Scripture before-mentioned, Eph, 
v. 18. Be not drunk with Wine;wherein 


ſhews us, that we cannot enjoy both to- 
gether. Our Exceſs will drive away our 


Drunkard. For what Communion hath 
Light with Darkneſs; or Chriſt with 


ec? - Belial?® 2Cor. vi. 15. Surely, if any de- 


ary ſerve the Name of Sons of Belial, (that 


and is, Men without Yoke, Reſtraint, or 
rve Government) theſe are the Perſons, for 


„ to they are the moſt rude and ungovernable 
uch of all others. And pads 
the 
me Ml 2. This Vice unfits us for every ſpi- 
s of ¶ beſotted Wretch cannot ſo much as think 
The WW one ſober Thought, or receive any Good 
caſt Wl by the pious Advice of others. What 
with Order can there be in that Family where 
we the Maſter of it is Drunk? Is ſuch a one 
y it. fit to pray with his Family, or to in- 
— ſtruct them in the Duties of Religion! 
5 May he not tremble to touch any holy 
t of Thing in ſuch a polluted Condition? 
oſtle Has he r not reaſon to dread the Venge- 


js Exceſs; but be filled with the Spirit: 
Where the disjunctive Particle [but] 


Sanctifier and Comforter. He is too de- 
licate to dwell with the naſty ſpewing 


ritual and religious Action. The poor 


| ance 


.. ———— _ 
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| at A \ Holy God, upon ſuch a diſor- 
| derly Approach to Him? Nadab and 
|  Abibu, the Prieſts, the Sons of Aaron, are 


| fu ppoſed to have drank too much when 
dhe offered ſtrange Fire before the Lord; 

| becauſe it is immediately addeg, Lev. x. 
9,10, That © neither Aaron, nor his Sons, 
\f * ſhould drink any Wine nor ſtrong 
Drink, when they went into the Ta- 
| =» bernacle, leſt they die for it.“ It was 
always held as an Abqmination to carry 


|  Swine's Fleſn into the Temple; which 
ſeems to teach us, that all Perſons of im- 
pure and ungoverned Appetites, are ut- 
| | Cod. unfit and nn oe b 


| Po : 3. This Vice does very ſadly waſte the 
| Conſcience. It is of a dulling, beſotting 
Nature: It drowns all ſerious Thought 
and Reflection, where it grows to a Habit: 
How many have been hereby ſeduced into 
al e Hoon and Debauchery ? It 
| generally betrays Men to projare Swear- 
| , ing, Lying, Paſſion, filthy Language and 
| Actions, and to any III. He is, as Sol- 
u mon ſays, like one that lieth on the Top 
* of a Maſt zu in which Caſe he cannot 
ſtir, without endangering his Life, Prov. 
xxii. 34+ fo a Perſon that is drunk, will 
be 


* 


9 Vu —_ 


' the Sin if DronKannus,. 19 
be like to do every Thing amiſs that he 


ſets himſelf to, and to be overcome by 3 
every Temptation that lies 1 in Wis Way. . 


4. Intemperance pulls down deeedful. . | 
win upon the Perſon that is guilty of | 
it, in thisLife, and that to come. The | 
Book of God is fo full of Woes againſt 
it, that they appear like a Multitude of 
Spears ſet in array againſt the Perſon 
that treads in this forbidden Path. WGO 
* to the Crown of Pride, the Drunkards | 
; of Ephraim,” Iſa. xxviii. 1, * Wountos | 
them that riſe-up early in the Morning | 
that they may follow ſtrong Drink, that 
continue until Night, till Wine inflane 
i them, * Ja. v. 11. Wo unto him that | 
the W- giveth his Neighbour Drink, that put — 
ng WW” teth thy Bottle to him, and makeſt 
ht WW” him drunken alſo, that thou mayeſtt 
it: fee hisNakedneſs, Thou art filled with | 
nto W- Shame for Glory; the Cupof the Lords 
It right Hand ſhall be turned unto the, 
-ar- Wh" and ſhameful Spewing ſhall be on thy f 
and WM" Glory,” Hab. ii. 15. No Drunkard | 
oto- WF" ſhall inherit the n of God,“ 1 
op 1 Cor. vi. 10. 1 
Surely, where there is not perfect 15 
fidelity, theſe Terrots of the Lord will 
in ſome Meaſure over. awe Men. For it 
iS 
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nal Torment and 2 | 
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is very diſmal to conſider, through what 


crooked and uneaſy Paths they paſs on to 
the Place of everlaſting Torment; where 


their Mouths will probably be parched 


With greater Heat than others, in Pro- 


portion to their former Exceſſes, and 
they will for ever want a Drop of cold 
Water to cool their Tongues. And then, 


it will be but little Comfort to think of 

the Bottles and Barrels that they have 
drank in waſte in their former Life; yea, 
that very Thought will for ever ive 


Fuel to their Flames. 
Let thoſe that are ſtrong to drink 


Wikis: or ſtrong Drink, conſider this 
and ſuch as entice or compel others to 
drink more than is fit. It is ſo natural to 


leave every one to his Liberty in this 
Point, that a Heathen Emperor 97 
vided for it by the Law, Eſth. i. 8 


The Drinking (at a moſt generous En- 
tertainment) © was according to the cond 
none did compel.” 


Theſe Things being conſidered,” we 
even beſeech Men, by all that is dear to 
them in both Worlds, to diſdain a baſe 
Vice, which adds ſo much to their preſent 
Reproach and Damage, and to their eter- 


We 
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We perſuade you by the Love ye bear 
yourſelves, my Brethren, as ye deſire the 
Continuance of your preſent Life and 
Health; as you regard the Honour of 
Human Nature, or tender your Repu- 
tation, that you abhor a Vice, which de- 
ſtroys all theſe Enjoyments. 

Yea, we entreat you by that which 
ought to be dearer to you than your 
Lives, even by the Love and Fear of the 
great and good God, as you value his Fa- 
vour, and would not fall under his ever- 
Fo laſting Vengeance, that you would in- 
; ſtantly diſcard this deſtructive Vice, and 
ink 
that you would wAT H and BESOBER. 


1 0 Come out of the ſenſeleſs Amuſements 
to of this beſotting Sin, my Brother; ſhun 
his the Company, the Drink, and the Oc- 
"ua caſion which leads you into this Snare, 


o and thereby into the Bottomleſs Pit. 
8 Lock up to Heaven, I beſeech you, be- 
fore it be utterly loſt; frequent the Com- 
pany of good and ſober People, and en- 
treat them to watch over you, and to 
admoniſh you in the Lord; and above 
aſ all, beg the gracious Conduct of God's 

Holy Spirit, by earneſt and continual 
Prayer; and be ſure to frequent all God's 
holy Von, and to improve all good 


We | | | Motions 


„ 4 1 Diſſveftve TY 
Motions put into your Heart from above. 
And think often upon the Miſchiefs of 
1 Sin in both Worlds, with an a- 

1 wakened Expectation of a] udgment to 
come. 

But if our moſt affeRtivndte Perſuaſive 
rake no Place upon you, we muſt then, 
in pure Affection to you, try the Power 
of other Reſtraints; as we deal with our 
beſt Friends, when they are bereaved of 
the Uſe of their Reaſon. And we can- 
not but entreat all ſober Perſons, as they 
would do you Good, or do Honour to 
_ God, that they would put you to'Shame 
before the Magiſtrate, to reſtrain you from 
11 deſtroying yourſelf, and pulling down 
1 Calamities and Judgments upon the Pub- 
[ 3 lic. If you ſaw a Perſon in a furious or 
drunken Fit, caſting Fire- brands upon 
all the Houſes he came near, you would 
think all thoſe People worthy of great 
Blame that did not lay hold on him, and 
bring him to Juſtice. And in very 
Truth, every ſcandalous Tranſgreſſor 
does greater Miſchief to his Neighbour; 
for by Reaſon of theſe Things, where 
| they abound without control, the righ- 

WW -—teous Judgments of God come upon a 
L and, till it be made a Reproach and ai 
Delolation. . 


Upon | 
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Upon the Whole: If no Entreaty nor 
Afflictien upon Earth will reclaim the 
exceſſive Lover of his Drink, a very 
ſhort Time will convince him of the 
Unreaſonableneſs, and ſad Conſequence 
of ſo doing; even when he ſhall reeeive a 
Summons by ſome Diſeaſe, or ſome 
ſudden Accident, (perhaps of his own 
procuring) to appear before his great 


Trembling be put into his Hands, as in 
the Caſe of Belſbaxzar, and he muſt drink 
of the Cup of God's Wrath fot ever. 
Then will the moſt befotted Wretch © 

begin to think ſoberly both of Vieeand 
Virtue; and cry out of the Folly of 
pleaſing himſelf in that ſottiſn Way of 
Life, which firſt robbed him of his 
Reaſon, then of his Conſcience, then of 
his God, and then of his Heaven. 


The prudent Man foreſeeth the Evil, 
* and hideth himſelf; but the Simple 
paſs on and are puniſhed," Prov. xxii.g. 
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and terrible Judge: Then will a Cup of- 
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